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CONFIDENTIAL BUJUMBURA 0485 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEDR, PROP, BY, FR, US 

SUBJ: LE RENOUVEAU CRITICIZES FRENCH ACTION IN CHAD AND US 
COMMENT THEREON 

SUMMARY: BURUNDI PRESS AGENCY DAILY NEWSPAPER 
"LE RENOUVEAU DU BURUNDI" HAS ATTACKED FRENCH MILITARY 
ACTION IN CHAD AND DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN'S STATEMENT 
ON THAT SUBJECT. IT SAYS FRENCH ACTION COMPLICATES 
SITUATION IN CHAD AND IS DICTATED BY FRENCH DESIRE 
FOR CHAD MINERAL AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES. IT IMPLIES 
U.S. EITHER CONCERTED ACTION WITH FRENCH OR HAD PRIOR 
KNOWLEDGE. FRENCH AMBASSADOR IS PROTESTING INFORMALLY 
TO LE RENOUVEAU AND PERHAPS TO FOREIGN MINISTER. WE 
RECOMMEND U.S. TREAT LE RENOUVEAU COMMENT AS "DE MINIMIS" 

AND IGNORE IT. END SUMMARY. 

1 . BUJUMBURA PRESS AGENCY DAILY NEWSPAPER "LE 
RENOUVEAU DU BURUNDI" ISSUE NO. 19 MAY 6 CRITICIZED 
FRENCH MILITARY ACTION IN CHAD AND DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESMAN'S COMMENT THEREON (AFRICA FILE NO. 8 
FOR THURSDAY, MAY 4, 1978). IN EARLIER ARTICLE 
IN ISSUE NO. 14 RENOUVEAU HAD CLAIMED FRENCH 
INTERVENTION IN CHAD COMPLICATED THE SITUATION. 
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2. MAY 6 ARTICLE KEYED TO "QUESTIONS RAISED BY 
AMERICAN DECLARATION CONCERNING FRENCH INTERVENTION 
IN CHAD." CLAIMED AMERICAN STATEMENT SAID IN SUBSTANCE 
THAT "FRENCH INTERVENTION IN CHAD WAS NOT COMPARABLE 
TO CUBAN INTERVENTION IN AFRICA" BECAUSE "FRANCE 
AS A FORMER COLONIAL POWER HAD OBLIGATIONS" AND 
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"ALSO HAD NUMEROUS FRENCH CITIZENS IN CHAD WHOSE 
SAFETY IT HAD TO ASSURE." ARTICLE WENT ON TO COMMENT 
THAT AMERICAN DECLARATION RAISED "EMBARRASSING 
QUESTION OF KNOWING AT WHAT MOMENT A FOREIGN MILITARY 
INTERVENTION IN ANOTHER STATE BECAME LEGAL OR NOT." 
SUGGESTED ONE WAS TEMPTED TO SAY FOREIGN MILITARY 
INTERVENTION WAS "LEGAL WHEN REQUESTED AND ILLEGAL 
WHEN NOT REQUESTED." HOWEVER IN RECENT YEARS 
INTERNATIONAL MORALITY HAD CHANGED SO THAT POWERS 
WHICH DESIRED TO INTERVENE IN DEFENSE OF OUR INTERESTS 
COULD ARRANGE TO BE ASKED. 

3. ARTICLE CONTINUED THAT WHEN "LEGAL GOVERNMENT OF 
ANGOLA ASKED CUBA TO HELP RESIST SOUTH AFRICAN 
AGGRESSION IT HAD BEEN ACCUSED OF "ALL EVILS" AND 
U.S. GOVERNMENT HAD REFUSED TO ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC 
CONTACTS WITHIT BECAUSE IT HAD CUBANS ON ITS SOIL." 

TODAY "FRENCH GOVERNMENT IS INTERVENING MILITARILY 
IN CHAD TO HELP THAT COUNTRY END A CIVIL WAR." 

CHAD "HAD NOT BEEN ATTACKED BY A FOREIGN POWER." 

YET THIS INTERVENTION WAS NORMAL "IF ONE WERE TO 
BELIEVE THE AMERICAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE." "OF 
COURSE FRANCE IS AN ALLY OF THE UNITED STATES. 

CUBA UP TO THE PRESENT IS ITS ENEMY." SUGGESTED 
THAT UNITED STATES IF IT HAD NOT CONCERTED ACTION 
WITH FRENCH HAD AT LEAST HAD ADVANCE KNOWLEDGE. 
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CONCLUDED THAT THERE WERE "GOOD" AND "BAD" MILITARY 
INTERVENTIONS DEPENDING ON ONE'S POINT OF VIEW. 

4. ARTICLE WENT ON TO STATE THAT IF IT WERE 
ACCEPTED THAT EX-COLONIAL POWERS HAD RIGHT TO 
INTERVENE IN FORMER COLONIES THEN OTHER POWERS WHICH 
HAD NOT PARTICIPATED IN COLONIAL PARTITION OF AFRICA 
COULD CLAIM RIGHT TO INTERVENE ON' MOE NOBLE 
PRINCIPLES" SUCH AS "INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY" OR 
"ANTI-IMPERIALIST STRUGGLE." FURTHER SUGGESTED THAT 
SUDDEN WILLINGNESS OF FRANCE TO INTERVENE A LITTLE 
EVERYWHERE WAS BASED ON AN APPETITE FOR CHAD'S MINERAL 
OR PETROLEUM DEPOSITS RATHER THAN ON MORAL PRINCIPLES. 
REITERATED EARLIER COMMENT (ISSUE NO. 14) THAT FRENCH 
INTERVENTION IN CHAD WAS COMPLICATING SITUATION THERE. 

5. FRENCH AMBASSADOR TOLD ME MAY 9 THAT HE HAD 
INFORMALLY PROTESTED TO LE RENOUVEAU EDITOR 
THAT FRANCE, BOUND BY ASSISTANCE AGREEMENTS 
WITH CHAD, HAD RESPONDED TO REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE 
BY MALLOUM WHOSE GOVERNMENT WAS ALSO RECOGNIZED 
BY RURUNDI. HE CHARACTERIZED ARTICLE AS IN HIS 
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"PERSONAL OPINION" "AN UNFRIENDLY ACT" AND ASKED 
THAT LE RENOUVEAU PRINT HIS REBUTTAL. HE TOLD ME 
THAT IF LE RENOUVEAU DID NOT HE WOULD TAKE MATTER 
UP WITH FOREIGN MPKIATER MUGANGA WHO HAD AGREED WITH 
HIM IN AN EARLIER CONVERSATION THAT MALLOUM HAD THE 
RIGHT TO REQUEST HELP FROM ANY SOURCE. 

6. COMMENT: I SHALL BE SURPRISED IF THE FRENCH 
AMBASSADOR GETS ANY REAL SATISFACTION FROM LE 
RENOUVEAU. I THINK WE SHOULD CONSIDER THE CRITICISM 
OF THE DEPARTMENT'S STATEMENT AS "DE MINIMIS" AND 
IGNORE IT. 

CORCORAN 
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